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ORDINANCE NO. 2021-04 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 35 TITLED “DISPOSAL AND 

COLLECTION OF GARBAGE AND RUBBISH” BY ADDING PARAGRAPH 35.085 

TITLED “NO COLLECTION OF RESIDENTIAL REFUSE AND RECYCLING IN 

ALLEYS” 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council (“Council”) of the City of Elgin, Minnesota (“City”) has 
received numerous complaints from the public about the current system for collection of solid 
waste and recycling within the City including without limitation complaints about the number of 
garbage and recycling trucks traversing the City streets and alleys each week, the deterioration of 
roads and alleys due to the amount of trucks traversing the City streets and alleys, and the risk to 
public safety due to the amount of trucks traversing the City streets and alleys; 
 

WHEREAS, the Council has begun investigating the costs and benefits of implementing 
a system under Minnesota Statutes § 115A for the organized collection of solid wastes and 
recycling and as a part of such investigation the Council invited the public and all of the solid 
waste and recycling collectors currently servicing the City to a public hearing on the matter; 
 

WHEREAS, after duly publishing notice to the public and mailing notice to all the 
collectors currently servicing the City, the City held a public hearing on the issue of organized 
collection on Wednesday, August 18, 2021 at City Hall; 
 

WHEREAS, the collectors stated at said public hearing that the City could significantly 
reduce wear and tear on the City streets and alleys by prohibiting the collection of residential 
solid waste and recycling in alleys because this would reduce the amount of times these large 
trucks would transfer between streets and alleys, and thus reduce the amount of times the weight 
from these trucks would shift from one surface structure to another, and by reducing the amount 
of turning and sharp turns on the City streets and alleys; 
 

WHEREAS, among other relevant powers, the Council has the power to provide for or 
regulate the disposal of sewage, garbage, and other refuse under Minnesota Statute §§ 412.221, 
Subdivision 22(a)(3); and has the power to regulate the use of streets under Minn. Stat. §§ 
412.221, Subd. 6; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council believes, regardless of whether the City implements an 
organized collection system, the prohibition of collecting solid waste and recycling from 
residential properties on alleys will benefit the public by extending the life of the City’s streets 
and alleys. 
 
The City Council of the City of Elgin, Minnesota hereby ordains: 

 
Section 1.  Ordinance No. 35 titled “Disposal and Collection of Garbage and Rubbish” is 
amended by adding the following Paragraph: 
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35.085 No Collection of Residential Refuse and Recycling in Alleys. All containers set 
out for the collection of refuse or recycling from residential properties must be set out on 
a street. 
 1) Residents May Not Place Containers in Alleys.  No owner, responsible tenant,  

or any other occupant, user, invitee, or licensee of a residential property may 
place refuse or recycling containers in, on, or along an alley for the purpose of, 
with the intent for, or actual collection by a Collector. 

a) Penalty a Petty Misdemeanor.  Any person who violates Sub-paragraph 
35.085(1) shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not more than 
$300. 

2) Collectors May Not Collect Refuse or Recycling in Alleys.  No collector may 
collect refuse or recycling generated by residential properties from containers 
placed in, on, or along any alley in the City. 

a) Penalty a Misdemeanor.  Any person or collector who violates Sub-
paragraph 35.085(2) shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine not 
exceeding $1,000 or by imprisonment for a period not exceeding 90 days, 
or both, plus, in either case, the costs of prosecution. 

3) Definition of Alley. For the purposes of this Paragraph 35.085 the term “alley” 
shall have the same definition as the term is defined in Chapter 3 of the Elgin 
Zoning Ordinance. 
4) Definition of Street. For the purposes of this Paragraph 35.085 the term “street” 
shall have the same definition as the term is defined in Chapter 3 of the Elgin 
Zoning Ordinance. 

  
Section 2. This ordinance becomes effective from and after its passage and publication. 
 
Passed by the City Council of the City of Elgin, Minnesota this _____ day of October, 2021. 
 
 
 
        
Tim Boardman, Mayor 
 
 
 
Attested: 
 
 
 
        
Jessica Cartwright, City Clerk-Treasurer 


